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To promote the general welfare and culture of the
Chickasaw people by supporting educational, health,
historical and community activities and programs.
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Chokma!

WELCOME

The Chickasaw Foundation, like many others in 2020, saw dramatic changes in our daily operations. In the midst
of these worldwide challenges, we had to be nimble and creative to continue fulfilling our mission. Our staff did
a wonderful job keeping the Foundation running smoothly during those uncertain times. Our generous donors
continued to provide support so operations could proceed with minimal interruptions.
The Chickasaw Foundation is grateful and appreciative to our donors and volunteers who support our mission to
promote the general welfare and culture of the Chickasaw people by supporting educational, health, historical and
community activities and programs. The annual report shows the accomplishments of the Foundation in 2020.
Included is an overview of our financial position as well as information about the various programs we provided
that support the Chickasaw people and their communities. I hope you can take a few minutes to review the
Chickasaw Foundation’s annual report.
Thank you to all who support the Chickasaw Foundation. The commitment and dedication of our donors and
volunteers ensures the Chickasaw Foundation will continue to thrive.
Sincerely,

Jenny Trett, Chairperson
Chickasaw Foundation
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CHICKASAW FOUNDATION
The Chickasaw Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 1971.
Since inception, the Chickasaw Foundation assists and supports Oklahoma communities
by funding disaster relief, medical research, school food pantries, emergency services,
other charitable organizations, scholarships, a fellowship and cultural opportunities.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
J E N N Y T R E T T | Chairperson
Ms. Jenny Trett serves as the chairperson for the Chickasaw Foundation. Ms. Trett is the executive officer
of internal audit for the Chickasaw Nation. She was appointed to the position in December 2017, and
oversees internal audit activities for Chickasaw Nation departments, programs and business activities. She
began her career with the Chickasaw Nation in 1997 as a tribal accountant. In 2000, Ms. Trett accepted
the position as director of health system finance. After serving five years in that role, she moved into the
administrator position for the treasury division. Since 2012, she has served in executive officer positions for
the organizational planning and support division and the tribal health division. Before her employment with
the Chickasaw Nation, Ms. Trett was employed by Samson Resources Company in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Ms. Trett graduated from East Central University in 1995 with a Bachelor of Science in accounting. In
2009, she completed an MBA from Oklahoma State University. She is a certified public accountant with
memberships in the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Oklahoma Society of Certified Public
Accountants and Institute of Internal Auditors. Ms. Trett is a member of Leadership Oklahoma Class XXII,
Leadership Murray County, and has served on the Chickasaw Nation Boys and Girls Club executive board.
Currently, she is a member of the Sulphur Public Schools Board of Education and Mercy Health Oklahoma
Communities and the chairperson for the People’s Electric Cooperative Board of Trustees.
J A Y K E E L | Vice Chairman
Mr. Jay Keel serves as vice chairman for the Chickasaw Foundation. Mr. Keel is cabinet secretary of the
Chickasaw Nation Department of Family Services. He was appointed director of youth services in 1993,
administrator of the youth and family services division in 1995 and cabinet secretary of family services
in 2013. The family services department operates family therapy and provides enrichment programs that
contribute to the overall well-being of Chickasaw families.
Mr. Keel is an ordained Baptist minister. He received a bachelor’s degree in speech communication from
East Central University and attended graduate school at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is
a member of the board of governors for the National Wrestling Hall of Fame and also serves on the boards
of the Chickasaw Nation Head Start, Ada Area Chamber of Commerce and as the Oklahoma City area
representative for the National Tribal Advisory Committee on Behavioral Health.
Mr. Keel has also served on various boards and committees for the state of Oklahoma including Governor
Stitt’s subcommittee on human services policies, Children of Incarcerated Parents Task Force and the
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy. For more than 30 years, he has been committed to ministry through
multiple organizations including World Vision, Global Outreach and the Southeast Oklahoma Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. Through the local church, he has developed a lifelong passion for leadership.

Disclaimer: Photo taken prior to COVID-19.

Back row from left: Robyn Elliott, Jerry D. Jones, Jay Keel, Matt Chesnut, John Fryrear, Wayne Scribner,
Jalinda Kelley.
Front row from left: Leta Burwell, Holly Johnson, Debra Gee, Jenny Trett.
Not pictured: Thomas John.
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L E T A B U R W E L L | Secretary
Ms. Leta Burwell serves as the secretary for the Chickasaw Foundation. She has worked for the Chickasaw
Nation for 30 years, and serves as under secretary for the department of administration. She is a member
of Abba’s House Worship Center and currently serves as the children’s church director.
Ms. Burwell has one daughter, Savannah, also employed with the Chickasaw Nation. She enjoys spending
time with family and friends, shopping, reading and serving the church in various capacities. She is
honored to serve on the board and support the mission of the Chickasaw Foundation.
J E R R Y D . J O N E S | Treasurer
Mr. Jerry D. Jones serves as treasurer for the Chickasaw Foundation. He began working for the Chickasaw
Nation in January 1996 as an internal auditor. In March 1996, he became the finance director for
headquarters. In August 1998, he was asked to create a new internal audit department and became the
director of quality performance. In September 2014, he was appointed to senior adviser and executive
officer of audit and financial reporting.
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Prior to working for the Chickasaw Nation, Mr. Jones worked for Horne & Company, P.C., an Ada,
Oklahoma accounting firm, as an auditor. He specialized in auditing colleges, nonprofits and tribal
governments, including the Chickasaw Nation, for seven years. He received his Bachelor of Science in
accounting from East Central University in December 1988 and is a certified public accountant.
J A L I N D A K E L L E Y | Immediate Past Chair
Ms. Jalinda Kelley serves as the immediate past chair for the Chickasaw Foundation Board of Trustees. Ms.
Kelley is the cabinet secretary for the Chickasaw Nation Department of Interior Services. Ms. Kelley oversees
many internal operations for the tribe including human resources, benefits, compensation, the legal division,
self-governance, Lighthorse police, emergency management and training and career development.
Ms. Kelley received a bachelor’s degree from East Central University and is certified as a professional of
human resources. She is a member of the Society of Human Resource Management, Leadership Oklahoma
Class XXIX and Simmons Bank’s Ada Community Board.
M A T T C H E S N U T | Trustee
Mr. Matt Chesnut serves as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation. Mr. Chesnut is the executive officer
for the Chickasaw Nation Division of Investment Management. He has been working in the office of
corporate development since he joined the Chickasaw Nation in 2014.
Mr. Chesnut received his bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Arkansas in 2009 and an MBA
from Harvard Business School in 2014 where he served as chief financial officer of the school’s student
administration. In addition to serving on the board of trustees for the Chickasaw Foundation, he also serves
on the board of directors for the Oklahoma Humane Society, SSM Health St. Anthony Foundation and
Freedom School OKC. He and his wife Chesna reside in Oklahoma City with their four dogs, Birdie, Lily,
Russell and Luna.
R O B Y N E L L I O T T | Trustee
Ms. Robyn Elliott serves as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation. Ms. Elliott is the cabinet secretary of the
Chickasaw Nation Department of Communications and Community Development. She and her team work to
promote cultural pride among Chickasaw citizens by sharing timely and important information using outlets
such as print, digital media and film.
Ms. Elliott received a bachelor’s degree in business administration from East Central University in 2002 and
an MBA from Oklahoma State University in 2016. She is involved in several organizations as well as serving as
a board member of Creative Oklahoma, Ada Jobs Foundation and the American Heart Association.
J O H N F R Y R E A R | Trustee
Mr. John Fryrear has served as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation since 2007. He is the owner of
a full service broker-dealer, Investment Securities of Oklahoma, LLC, and has been in the investment
banking/securities business for more than 30 years.
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She is a graduate of Arizona State University College of Law and Smith College where she earned a juris
doctorate and Bachelor of Arts, respectively. Ms. Gee maintains bar memberships in the tribal courts of the
Chickasaw Nation, Muscogee Nation, Navajo Nation and the state of Oklahoma.
T H O M A S J O H N | Trustee
Mr. Thomas John has served as a general member of the Chickasaw Foundation since February 2016, and
now begins his first term as a trustee. Mr. John has a Bachelor of Science degree in public relations from
Syracuse University. He earned a certificate in public health and a master’s of public health degree, both
from the University of Oklahoma, Health Sciences Center, College of Public Health.
Mr. John has worked with First American tribes his entire professional career, including positions in the
areas of tribal administration, education, youth services, health systems, law enforcement, gaming and
parks and recreation.
Mr. John is an enrolled member of the Seneca Nation of Indians and was raised on the Allegany
Reservation of his tribe, in upstate New York. He belongs to the turtle clan and is also a member of his
traditional longhouse.
H O L L Y J O H N S O N | Trustee
Ms. Holly Johnson serves as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation. Ms. Johnson is a consultant and
principal/owner of Ayukpa Apelachi, LLC. In 1997, she served as controller for Chickasaw Enterprises and
in 2003, she was elected to the Chickasaw Nation Legislature. In 2010, she was named administrator of
the planning and organizational development division, and in 2012, she was appointed to the position of
cabinet secretary of the department of treasury where she served until 2020.
Ms. Johnson received her bachelor’s degree in accounting from Oklahoma State University. She is a
certified public accountant, a member of the Oklahoma Society of Certified Public Accountants, an
independent director for the Federal Home Loan Bank-Topeka, an advisory board member for the OSU
School of Accounting and an appointed ethics commissioner for the state of Oklahoma. She is a former
member of the National IRS Advisory Committee of Tax Exempt and Governmental Entities representing
Native American tribal governments and a past board member of the Ada City Schools Foundation, Ada
Chamber of Commerce and Citizens Bank of Ada.
W A Y N E S C R I B N E R | Trustee
Mr. Wayne Scribner serves as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation. Mr. Scribner has been employed by
the Chickasaw Nation for more than 35 years, and serves as the cabinet secretary for the department of
community services. The department consists of eight divisions: Chickasaw Employment Access, housing,
aging, social services, youth services, education, construction and support services and project development
and review. More than 100 programs and services offered by the Chickasaw Nation are administered
through these divisions.

Mr. Fryrear is a board trustee and co-chairman of Vizavance (formerly known as Prevent Blindness of
Oklahoma), a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing children’s education through vision, and a
member of the Native American Chamber of Commerce. He and his wife reside in Norman with their
son, Gavin.

Mr. Scribner has served as executive director of the Chickasaw Housing Authority since 2004. Throughout
his tenure, he has also had the privilege to serve as a board member for the Southern Plains Indian
Housing Association and the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act Formula
Rulemaking Committee. He is a former board member for Region IV AMERIND Risk Management
Corporation. He currently serves as a member of the Arkansas Riverbed Authority board of directors and is
a graduate of Leadership Oklahoma Class XXXII.

D E B R A G E E | Trustee
Ms. Debra Gee serves as a trustee for the Chickasaw Foundation. She also serves as Chickasaw Nation Chief
Counsel for the Office of Tribal Justice Administration. Prior to employment with the Chickasaw Nation,
Ms. Gee worked at the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., where she served as deputy
director of the office of tribal justice and tribal legal counsel for the violence against women office, office
of justice programs.

Mr. Scribner is a traditional Chickasaw bow maker and passionate about keeping the Chickasaw culture
alive. He devotes his time to teaching and mentoring the art of bow making so the tradition will not be
lost. Through his mentorship, apprentices have learned the creative process from the harvesting of the
wood to the completion of a bow. He has been instrumental in reviving the tradition of cornstalk shooting
for the Chickasaw Nation. He is an active member of the Chickasaw Cornstalk Bow Shooters Society and
travels across the state to compete in cornstalk tournaments.
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ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNTS AVAILABLE
TO AWARD

EDUCATION
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The Chickasaw Foundation provides a variety of scholarships for students who demonstrate excellence
in academics, community service, dedication to Native America and a commitment to learning.
Educational assistance removes barriers and allows the student to focus on achieving their higher
education goals.
Six new scholarships were approved for the 2021-2022 academic year: the Kennedy Wilson Brown
Memorial Scholarship, the Robert Martin Cheadle Memorial Scholarship, the Jamie Duane Ellis
Memorial Scholarship, the L. Jay and Oleta Keel Memorial Scholarship, the Jerod Tate Music Scholarship
Piano Performance and the Jerod Tate Scholarship Music Composition.
In 2020, the Foundation received 182 applications totaling 1,512 requests. The applicant pool included
48 freshmen, 37 sophomores, 35 juniors, 18 seniors and 44 graduate students.
The Foundation had 62 awards, totaling $111,000, available to award, with 49 recipients and one
continuing recipient. There were 25 endowed scholarships, 33 named scholarships and one fellowship.
Since 2004, $1,587,049 was available to award for scholarships.
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SCHOLARSHIP REVIEWER TRAINING
Reviewer training sessions took place May 27-29, with 48 new reviewers in attendance. This brought the
total number of reviewers to 76; however, only 40 were able to actively assist in the process.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT & GRADUATE

Mr. Trevor Tedder
Trevor, recipient of the Pearl Carter Scott Aviation Scholarship,
recently graduated from Louisiana Tech University and began his
new career as a pilot.
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“In regards to wanting to spotlight me, I respectfully decline. I am extremely appreciative of the Chickasaw
Foundation wanting to recognize my donations. Having been the beneficiary of financial support in the past,
I understand the importance of having funding available to provide for continuing scholarships. I am still
a beneficiary today as I was then, just in a different capacity. Today, I am the beneficiary of all the hard
work and dedication of students who have sought and continue to seek educational opportunities, which
contribute to communities all across the country. Providing education provides opportunities for personal
growth for students everywhere and sustained growth of the Chickasaw Nation. I am happy to have the
ability to contribute to the Chickasaw Foundation to provide scholarships and reduce the financial burden
of obtaining an education, but wish to remain anonymous. Recognition should be given to the Chickasaw
Nation, the Chickasaw Foundation and our leadership for having the foresight to invest in education.
Please accept my wishes to remain anonymous as I do not seek or wish to be recognized for my small
contributions. Please recognize your team and yourself for your dedication to education instead.”

0 77

CULTURE

HEALTH

A top priority of the Chickasaw Foundation has been the health and well-being of Oklahoma
communities. The Foundation’s goal is to have a significant impact on families and individuals of all ages
by improving access to quality health care.

The Chickasaw Foundation provides cultural opportunities to educate Chickasaw citizens and the public
about the rich and vibrant Chickasaw culture. The Foundation is dedicated to the preservation of
Chickasaw culture through cultural fellowships and supporting educational activities and programs.

Medisaw Fuel Cards
Medisaw distributed 57 fuel cards in January and 45 in February. The distribution of the cards in 2020
completed the partnership project with Mercy OKC and the Team Tyman Love Legacy Foundation.

Inchokkaalaali' (I’m visiting) Mini Grant
Charles Evans Elementary (Ardmore) was provided assistance before the COVID-19 pandemic caused closure
of the Chickasaw Cultural Center. Thirty-six Ardmore students and faculty visited the cultural center.
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Dallas Symphony Orchestra

COMMUNITY

The Foundation has developed a relationship with members of the Dallas Symphony
Orchestra staff, who provided videos and music to share with Chickasaw Nation
health care facilities. It served as a therapeutic measure for those needing to relax
and others hospitalized or having to self-isolate.

Employee Charitable Contribution Plan (ECCP)
ECCP enables Chickasaw Nation employees to easily contribute to the Chickasaw Foundation. During
2020, 2,443 employees gave to the Chickasaw Foundation through the ECCP. Despite the pandemic, the
Foundation earned $230,861.94; an increase of $6,739.30 from 2019.

COVID-19 Closure
The Foundation closed its building to the public at the end of the day March 24. A Chickasaw Foundation
staff member was always present each workday to keep programs operational.

Casinos Care

ANNUAL CHICKASAW FOUNDATION DONATIONS RECEIVED
THROUGH THE EMPLOYEE CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION PLAN
250,000

Casinos Care is an organization that creates opportunities for casino patrons to donate money
to nonprofits. The Foundation received a total of $50,747.07. Despite the pandemic, this is an
increase of $6,800.33 over 2019.
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Chickasaw Foundation Benevolence Fund

3,000

The Benevolence Fund is dedicated to supporting Chickasaw Nation employees who endure hardships
due to unforeseen circumstances, including medical expenses and family crises. Seventeen applications
were funded in 2020. Since inception, $260,815.96 has been disbursed.
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The Chickasaw Nation Disaster Relief & Recovery Fund
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Supporting Chickasaws who have been victims of disasters is a primary goal of the Chickasaw Foundation
Disaster Relief & Recovery Fund. The Foundation expended $78,931.75, and issued 157 VISA gift cards
this year to Chickasaw citizens, their families and Chickasaw Nation employees impacted by natural
disasters such as the tornadoes in Madill, Oklahoma, and Arkansas, tropical depression Beta, hurricanes
Laura, Sally, Delta and Zeta, and the wildfires in California and Oregon.
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The following is from Mrs. Sheryl Dodson of Louisiana:
When we heard that the storm was coming, our first instinct was to just stay home and
ride it out. But when we heard it was coming in as a Category 4, we left. With not
much time to gather our things, we grabbed clothing for a couple of days; thinking we
would come home to our house completely intact. Little did we know that the hurricane
had different plans for us.
After the storm had passed we had heard from
neighbors that our house looked pretty bad, but
there were so many trees down in the backyard
that no one was able to get back there to know
the real extent of the damage. We ended up
with 17 trees down in our backyard, two went
through our home. One through our dining
room/kitchen and one through the master
bedroom. Also the whole area was in complete
devastation. No running water, no electricity, no
open stores and not much to come home to.
We had to stay in Houston, Texas, for a little
over a month. While we were there, the
Chickasaw Nation reached out to us and offered
us assistance in the form of gift cards. This
couldn’t have come at a more perfect time.
We were having to start to buy items to put
our lives back together. Being in Houston was
a huge bonus at this time since there was not
much offered at home. With the help from the gift cards we were able to purchase some
much needed clothing (since we didn’t pack a whole lot and a tree prevented me from
getting back into my closet) and items that we would need once we got into a new place
to start over. Kitchen items, pots and pans, sheets, towels and essential things like that.
We never expected such generosity from y’all and we will be forever grateful.
The fact that y’all reached out was so amazing to me, since we are in Louisiana. And
not only that, but Joshua is our nephew and the only citizen in our home of your tribe.
We have had full custody of him since he was 5 years old and have raised him and loved
him as our own. So the fact that not only was he sent a gift card in the midst of this
devastation but that y’all also sent two more for my husband and me also was such a
huge blessing and surprise. Joshua was also granted scholarships through y’all for his first
semester in college this year. Another gift that is very much appreciated.
We honestly cannot say thank you enough for what you have done for our family. Your
thoughtfulness and charity during this time will never be forgotten. Every time I use an
item that I know was purchased with one of the gift cards, I smile, thank God for being
able to be part of such an amazing organization and say a little pray of blessings upon
the Chickasaw Nation.
Thank you all again, from the bottom of our hearts,
Joshua Gastineau and Shane & Sheryl Dodson
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Planning Giving
Mrs. O’Rhetta Ebisch designated the Chickasaw Foundation as a beneficiary of her Thrift Savings Plan.
Please remember the Chickasaw Foundation in your estate planning.

Pontotoc Pursuit
On Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019, 95 cyclists
participated in the Pontotoc Pursuit. The
routes included four options: 8 miles (33
cyclists), 30 miles (18 cyclists), 44 miles (37
cyclists) and 77 miles (7 cyclists). These fun
rides began at Wintersmith Park with routes
traveling through the Chickasaw Nation
Ada South Campus, Stonewall, Tupelo
and Coalgate.
This was the third year to co-host the
event with the department of community
services as a Chickasaw Annual Meeting
and Festival activity.

Volunteer Week
Chickasaw Foundation volunteers are recognized for their efforts, including scholarship reviewers and Pontotoc
Pursuit volunteers. Cards and lip balm were sent to 67 volunteers in appreciation for their assistance.

Friends of the Foundation
Virtual Art Auction
Nov. 16 - Dec. 18
The Friends of the Foundation virtual
auction provided donors an opportunity
to contribute artwork and other items
with winning bids directly supporting the
Foundation. This was the first year
for the Foundation to host the Friends
of the Foundation art auction on a virtual
basis. The Foundation earned revenue
totaling $4,917.25.
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CHICKASAW FOUNDATION
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

FINANCIALS

Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Investments
Operating Endowment
Scholarship Endowments
Other Investments

Pledges Receivable
Other Assets

Other Assets
1%

ASSETS

Pledges Receivable
Other Investments 1%
5%

Scholarship
Endowments

Cash & Cash
Equivalents
3%

19%

Liabilities

32,478

Total Net Assets

$22,278,378

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$22,310,856

Contributions
Grants
Interest
Net realized and unrealized loss on investments

4%
96%

Total Revenue

EXPENSES
Education
28%

17%

Community

2020

Fundraising
4%

$386,414
238
326,640
486,568
$1,199,860

operating expenses
Health
Education
Community
Culture
Fundraising
Management & General
Total Expenses

40%

Management
& General

807,497
21,470,881

revenue

Without Donor
Restrictions
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$22,310,856

CHICKASAW FOUNDATION
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

NET ASSETS

11%

16,125,395
1,107,310
111,464
4,169,909
84,110

Total Assets

Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions

Operating
Endowments

Health

$715,668

net Assets

71%

With Donor Restrictions

2020

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of the Year
Net Assets, End of Year

61,606
159,741
93,353
24,577
221,897
$561,174
$638,686
$21,639,692
$22,278,378

15

Thank You for Your Service
5 Years of Service

Lt. Governor
Chris Anoatubby

Dakota Cole

Matt Chesnut

15 Years of Service

Debra Gee

Thomas John

20 Years of Service

CHICKASAW FOUNDATION TEAM MEMEBERS
Johnna R. Walker, Chief Executive Officer
Jennifer “Baylee” Contreras, Executive Assistant
Blake Long, Program Manager

(580) 421-9030
Judy Goforth Parker

Wesley D. Brantley Jr.

40 Years of Service

P.O. Box 1726 • Ada, OK 74821-1726
ChickasawFoundation@Chickasaw.net
CHICKASAWFOUNDATION.ORG

As you consider your contributions, please remember
the Chickasaw Foundation in your giving plans. Your
help provides continued and additional opportunities for
Chickasaw citizens and local communities.

Governor Bill Anoatubby
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